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SPRING COVE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

2B2B2BRoaring Spring, PA 
 

 

August 11, 2014 

 

 

 

 

The Board of Directors of the Spring Cove School District met as a 
Committee of the Whole on Monday, August 11, 2014 in the Administration 
Office following adjournment of their Special Meeting.  Mr. James Butler, 
Board President, called the meeting to order.  The following Board members 
were present: Mrs. Amy Acker-Knisely; Mr. John R. Biddle; Mr. James 
Butler; Mr. Brian Gahagan; Dr. Murnyack-Garner; Mr. James Smith; Miss 
Mary Smith; Mr. Willard J. Thompson; Dr. Robert Vadella, Superintendent; 
Mr. Ryan Kirsch, Business Manager; and Mrs. Karen Greenwood, Recording 
Secretary.  Mrs. Julie Mills was absent. 
 
Consideration of Donation of New Windows in Press Box at Roaring 
Spring Athletic Field 
Mr. Butler shared the request received from the Central Youth Football to 
have the windows replaced in the Press Box at the Roaring Spring Athletic 
Field with the total cost of $4,500 to be paid by the organization.  Mr. Butler 
noted that the organization has agreed to pay the additional cost to install 
safety glass due to code regulations.  Mr. Butler also noted that the 
contractor would like to place two small advertisement signs for a period of 
time and to also place a plaque in the Press Box honoring Mr. Gary Knisely, 
a long-time volunteer and football supporter.   
 

Following a brief discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that the 
Central Youth Football organization be granted permission to move forward 
with this donation and that two advertising signs be allowed but be limited 
to 24” x 24” each and that the contractor may keep any scrap materials.   
 
Data Presentations by Building Principals 
Utilizing Power Point presentations, each of the building principals reviewed 
recently received results from the Keystone Exams. 
 

Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Vadella reported that there are many projects and program 
enhancements taking place as we get ready to start the new school year. 
 

In response to many questions from parents and community members, Dr. 
Vadella noted that the new Student Dress Code Policy does not outlaw the 

wearing of hoodies by students. 
 
Educational Program Committee 
Dr. Murnyack-Garner noted that the following items would be placed on 
next week’s agenda for Board action: 
 

 Retroactive approval for STEM for Kids program on July 16 & 17, 2014 
as part of the agreement between the District and the Spring Cove 
Education Foundation. 

 Trip to FFA Convention in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 Trip to Mock Trial Competition in San Francisco, California. 
 Continuation of Dual Enrollment agreements for high school classes. 
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Discussion then ensued on the request from the Mock Trial Team for 
payment of their expenses for the Invitational Competition in San 
Francisco.   Dr. Vadella explained that the Mock Trial team was invited 
because of their reputation and elite standing.  He then noted that the 
Mock Trial Team would be willing to accept $5,000 dollars, as was paid last 
year, to use toward the expenses of the twelve students and one advisor.   
Mr. Butler asked how this request fit into the current Board Policy.  Miss 
Smith commented that based on the Board decision made last year to pay 
$5,000 for the Mock Trial Team to compete in New York City Invitational 
Competition, it would be difficult to deny their request this year.  Miss 
Smith also noted that this Board Policy needs to be looked at before next 
year.  Mrs. Acker-Knisely and Dr. Murnyack-Garner stated that they were 
in agreement with both of Miss Smith’s statements.  Dr. Vadella then noted 
that we also need to consider the excellent PR the District receives by 
having such an elite competition team available to our students.  He also 
commented that we are starting to see STEM competitions coming down the 
road.  
 

Finance & Legal Committee 
Mrs. Acker-Knisely noted that the following items would be placed on next 
week’s agenda for Board action: 
 

 Financial Report for July 2014. 
 Schedule of Bills for July 2014. 
 Agreement with Extended Family Programs for the 2014/15 school year. 
 Agreement with Invo HealthCare Associates for the 2014/15 school 

year. 
 Memorandum of Understanding with Child Advocates of Blair County. 
 Continuation of Agreement with the GACTC Computer Consortium for 

Maintenance and Support Fees for the Census and Real Estate/Per 
Capita Taxes software applications. 
 

Student Services & Activities Committee 
Mr. Biddle noted that the following item would be placed on next week’s 
agenda for Board action: 

 

 Appointment of Spring Cove Middle School Technology Sysop. 
 

Dr. Vadella reported that two additional fields have been found for the 
soccer teams with one located at the Kulp Farm outside of Martinsburg and 
with the other located at the Through facility in East Freedom. 
 

Personnel & Executive Committee 
Mrs. Acker-Knisely noted that the following items would be placed on next 
week’s agenda for Board action: 
 

 Resignation of two support staff employees. 
 Appointment of mentors. 
 List of employee salaries for the 2014/15 school year. 
 Retroactive payment of stipend for STEM for Kids program instructor. 
 Support staff substitute list. 

 

Calendar of Board Events 
Mr. Butler read the list of upcoming Board events. 
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 Adjournment 
With no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Biddle moved that 
the meeting be adjourned.  Time was 9:12 pm. 
 

 

  


